
Fall Armyworm: Combating the latest 
threat to standing crops

FAW damage symptom on Sorghum crop

What is it?
• Fall Armyworm (FAW), or Spodoptera frugiperda, is an 

insect (a moth) belonging to order Lepidoptera and family 
Noctuidae. 

• It lays its eggs on plants, from which larvae (caterpillars) 
hatch and start feeding on the leaves and stems, 
destroying them in the process.

• It is highly destructive to about 80 crop species, including 
maize, rice, sorghum, sugarcane and other millets.

Where is it?
• A native to tropical and subtropical regions 

of North and South America, FAW invaded 
the maize crop in Western and Central Africa 
in early 2016, beginning with Nigeria and 
spreading to about 44 countries in sub-
Saharan Africa by 2017. 

• The female moth is a strong flyer and can 
cover over 100 km during one night. Thus it 
can lay its eggs in far-flung places within a 
short time. 

• In India, FAW infestation was first reported on 
maize in Karnataka in July 2018, followed by 
Telangana. It is now reported in Tamil Nadu, 
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh and parts of 
West Bengal.
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What does it do?
After the FAW eggs hatch, the larvae start feeding on leaves and stems, causing extensive 
defoliation and damage to growing points. They even consume the reproductive part of 
tassels in maize/sorghum/pearl millet and cobs of maize. As they grow, they feed from 
the edge of leaves inwards resulting in torn appearance of the leaves.

Damage caused by the FAW larvae on different crops.

How do we fight it?

1
‘Push-pull’ strategy: 
Use repellent plant 

(e.g. Desmodium) as 
intercrop as ‘push’ and  
trap plant (e.g. Napier, 

Brachiaria grass) 
as ‘pull’.

2
Physical destruction: 
Mass collection and 

destruction of egg and 
larval population Monitoring/Mass 

trapping: Pheromone 
traps and solar light 
traps to monitor and 

destroy

3

7
Chemical 

insecticides: 
Application of 
recommended 

pesticides

4
Poison bait: 

Mixing chemical 
insecticides with 
natural base and 

applying on 
leaf whorls5

Biopesticides: 
e.g. 5% Neem 

oil

6
Biocontrol agents: 

Fungi (e. g. Beauveria 
bassiana, Nomuraea 
releyi), predators and 

parasitoids

A meticulous, 
step-wise plan is 
needed to manage 
FAW outbreaks 
to prevent 
development 
of resistance to 
insecticides and 
to protect the 
environment.


